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The working of destiny

-Deepti Ranjan Hota

No one will deny that destiny plays a very important role in
everyone’s life; It is more so in the Kali Yuga that is running; Great
emperors of the pastsuch as Yudhisthira, Vikramaditya, etc, have
fallen and risen due to the free play of destiny in their lives;
Yudhisthira Maharaj was a close associate of Lord Krishna; But still,
he was not spared by destiny; About 72% of his life was spoiled by
destiny operating against him; He lived for about 127 years, out of
which, he lost the first 92 years in suffering; The Mahabharata war
took place when Yudhisthira Maharaj was about 92 years old — at that
time 92 years was not an old-age; That was like about 46 years of age
in today’s scale; After the Mahabharata war was over, Yudhisthira
ruled a foe-less empire for 35 years; So, he and his brothers enjoyed
only 28% of their lives; This is how destiny works;

The effect of destiny is weakest (44%) in the Satya Yuga and
strongest (86%) in the Kali Yuga; We are living in the Kali Yuga;
Merit has got least value in the Kali Yuga, whereas in the Satya Yuga,
merit considered to be the biggest identity of an individual;

What is destiny? Destiny can be explained in many ways; But, my
latest studies give me the innuendo that one’s ancestry and kinship
consist in one’s destiny; From my ab-initio studies, destiny could be
explained as the fruit of the sum-total of one’s actions in the last seven
births counted from the present birth; Sometimes, the range is
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extended to the last 14 births or even beyond that; But, in the Kali
Yuga, the actions of the last seven births of a person are evaluated (by
Lord Brahma) in writing his/her destiny; And, the actions of those
seven previous births are shaped in a concrete way by choosing a
befitting ancestry and kinship for the individual;

So, a man with great parents could get unimaginable benefits even if
he is a first-rate criminal or an average or below-average chap, while a
meritorious man could toiling hard and still getting almost nothing,
because of bad parents or ancestors or kinsmen; This is how we see
many ordinary persons rising to dizzy heights of success while truly
skilled or deserving persons rotting in darkness; Duryodhan
committed so many crimes in his life, but finally he ascended to
heaven because of the punya of his mother; The virtuous Pandavas on
the other hand suffered so much while living and went to hell (for a
short time, though) after death; That was because the Pandavas had a
bad kinship (like Duryodhan and his evil supporters); Duryodhan’s
advantage was that he got a good kinship (in the Pandavas); When a
high temperature liquid is mixed with a low temperature liquid, the
former loses and the latter gains energy; The same is the case when a
sinner is connected with virtuous persons — the virtuous persons lose
and the sinners gain punya, though that contact or connection;

It is said that destiny could be overcome through patience; One has to
wait indefinitely like a hunter does, so as to get one’s prey. Destiny,
though very powerful, has a limit of its own; After its period or
working i1s over, it does no harm at all, even if the individual is
careless; But, this does not mean that the individual should commit
crimes again and he would not be punished for that! Careless means,
“care-free”, here; Some people overestimate their own abilities when
they get small-scales successes, in handling the problems of life; And,
then they don’t care about what they do; They declare that they don’t
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believe in any destiny; And, they are taken aback when destiny
suddenly overtakes them, in right time, in the right way;

Destiny could be overcome through right actions done constantly; But
then, there is a problem here; What is the right action?! Lord Krishna
says in the Bhagavad Gita that it is very difficult to understand what is
right action and what is wrong action (“Gahana Karmano Gatih” =
“The canon of right and wrong actions is quite mysterious”);

Destiny operates in various ways; Sometimes, one has a bad
childhood but a very good adulthood; In other cases, one’s old-age
becomes a nightmare, though having an enjoyable youth and
adulthood; In still some other cases, one get relief only in the old-age;
However great one may be, in respect of abilities or will-power, one
has to suffer sufficiently, due to one’s destiny — this is a fact; Only the
time and mode of suffering varies from individual to individual; This
is the default state, when one lives in the righteous way; If, however,
one does not care about right living, and does whatever one wishes
irrespective of whether that right or wrong, then the magnitude of
suffering will be much more than the default;

Sai-Baba says, “Whatever bad deeds you do here, the fruit thereof you
will certainly get in hell after death; But before that, you will get that
fruit here too, on the earth itself, before you quit your body”; That
means, Karma operates something like Pascal’s Law of Pressure does;
If you increase the pressure at one point in an enclosed liquid, the
pressure increases at every point in the liquid — the output force
appears in a magnified form; So, one get the fruits of one’s actions
here as well as hereafter — at all points of time , after the good luck is
over; That is why, when suffering comes, it comes in many ways;
This is destiny anyway!!
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Destiny is not everything, however; Just before the war with Ravan
started, Lord Rama was chatting with Lord Laxman; Lord Rama said,
“Laxman, the war is going to start soon; Ravan is very powerful;
Destiny knows what will happen to Sita”; Lord Laxman retorted in
His characteristic angry mood, “What destiny? What is it? [ don’t care
about any destiny; As long as my bow and arrows are operating,
destiny cannot dare to do any harm to Us!”; Lord Laxman was a
stoical person; He never feared any suffering;

Destiny did come to the battle field, and made Lord Laxman
unconscious with the Sakti Astra hurled by Meghanad; But, Lord
Laxman somehow overcame it (through His friend, Hanumanji) and
confronted Meghanad again; Meghanad now hurled even more
powerful weapons like the Pasupata Astra and finally the Narayana
Astra, that could not generally be stopped by anyone; But, Lord
Laxman easily absorbed those extremely powerful weapons into His
body; He displayed His real power to Meghanad in this way;

The question is, “Howcome the more powerful weapons could not
harm Lord Laxman, whereas a less powerful weapon harmed Him?!”
That was because Lord Laxman was a Brahmachari (celibate) and
Brahmacharis don’t fight against women; The Sakti Astra, being an
incarnation of Kali Mata, was a woman; It represented woman-power;
So, Lord Laxman did not confront it and fell unconscious, as a token
of respect to Kali Mata; However, this constituted a “good luck™ for
Meghanad, i.e., destiny helped Meghanad; But then, that was only for
a short time! Destiny worked against Lord Laxman only for a short
time; After its period was over, it could not help Meghanad, even if
Meghanad had more powerful weapons with him;

Meghanad’s punya was completely exhausted when he hit Lord
Laxman with Sakti Astra; Hitting a good person destroys the punya of
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an individual; Lord Laxman was an incarnation of God, i.e., He was
the best among good persons; Hitting Lord Laxman, Meghanad lost
all his punya obtained through difficult tapasya; So, destiny could not
help Meghanad when his punya was finished; And, his destiny was
finished, as it were;

Heavy suffering on the part of an individual weakens the adverse
effects of his destiny; Lord Krishna advises us to practice equanimity
when destiny operates against us; The Lord says that one should see
pain & pleasure equally, as also gain & loss, victory & defeat and all
that (“Sukha-duhkhe same kritwa, labha-labhau jaya-jayau”);
Otherwise, being disturbed by destiny, one will be apt to commit
offenses; And offenses are offenses — one will be punished again in
the future for those offenses; The case of King Nriga of solar dynasty
explains this well; At the time of bad luck, he could not keep a
balance of mind and committed a serious offense — he killed an
innocent brahmana when the latter was having coitus; The brahmana’s
wife cursed the king that he would die if had coitus with any woman;
So, the king could not enjoy the embraces of his wife throughout his
life anymore;

Destiny is a terrible thing; It is just like earthquake; It levels great
mountains; It makes one’s life topsy-turvy; It separates relatives and
friends; It makes one face strange things and beings; It afflicted the
body, mind and relationships; However, it has a good effect too — it is
an eye-opener; It lets you know who is yours and who is not (“Kaun
hai apna, kaun paraya”), which is otherwise not possible!!

-Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, Mumbai
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Nava Kalebar is the ceremonial renewal of bodies of Lord Jagannath, Bhalabhadara, Subhadra and Sudarshan.

This cer y takes place usually in 12 years, but the shortest period is 8 years and the longest is 19 years. This

ceren takes place in such a year having two months of Asadha. The last ceremony was held in 1996 and the

one is going to be held in 2015. The Margo trees are selected every time for making deities. Any ordinary

with extraordinary features can only become the body of the deity or Daru Bramha. The Darus should be
erent for each deity.

ecific persons including the Daitas are deputed from the Puri temple to the Mangala temple in
ge to implore the mercy of the said goddess, so that they would be able to spot out the
2s. There are many specifications about the environment, location, height, age and

which should be thoroughly checked before they are used for the purpose.

After the trees are located and selected, a small ritual, including homa (offerin
felled. Then it is cut to size and brought to the temple. In Koili Vaik

Visvakarma fashion the wooden images under the stric sion C
an elaborate sacrifice invoking the god Nrsimha is performed. After the im
inside the temple and the Brahma (a mysterious object always placed inside
old images to the new images. Then the old images are buried in Koili Vaiku

and made ready for worship.
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